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HERE; is lately . Publiſhed: a Let- 
* ter Written by the. tanmgus; My. 
Shepard, Paſtor of the Church in 
T__— Contridge, bearing "Haze 'Aprit 
{.,-25- 1645. which was: (-as him- 


elf laycs ) written in Extreme haſt,. and that he 


was not Thetizel or.Poſiive in:any thing therein 
affirmed by him ; he doth acknowledge 'that-.a 
Canfeſlion | ota- work of Juſtifying faith - 18 Ne- 
cellaty, and what | the Apoſtles: required of all 
thoſe whom: they . admitted: as Members ; biz 
an accounrt-of  the:manner of working thjs work, 
he ſyppoſeth/ought not to be infilted on : which 
ertions are | weighty 'Truchs. But _ that no 
wrong may. be done to the Memory of thae 
Worthy mat by 'any' miſrepreſentation or mil- 
underſtanding of his Judgment concerning theſe 
Points; - It has-been thought needful to Repub- 


Jilh- what hjmſeif- djd after this Letter was ( as 


15 pretended» ) written, upon, much deliberation 
in-Pciac declare to the World. Viz. in his de- 
tence) of the nine Poſitions, in Anſwer to-Mr. 
Batt, which was firft Printed in the year. 1648. 
(_ the.year before Mr. Shepards Death +) + and 
the Preface to it:fubſcribed, Nevember 28: 1648. 
Which was feveh Months after the Letter men- » 
flotted.-« Naw: therein (the: Reverend Mr. Toby © 


Allin, Paſtor of the Chu 
with him ) he rhis;,exj 
 "'V. p.188.to'p. 195. 
S We ſhall declare our ſelves with as much Herer 

revity..as we may,'*to' the dd _ Gy 
ehe queton. of: 


"Firſt; Whether " pPPRAKS f the Ch tb are 
called $0 jg ive an ' Account of the. work of 7 e af 
their admiſſion thereunto: 


Secondly, Whether: tbe' whole haves js - _ Tos | 
fudge” bereof.. 
' Whether the" Members. of the Church fo called "oY 
© For--anfwer ©: which ' we ſhalt: expreſs our 
ſelves in thefe particulars, to prevent miſtakes!" 
Firſt, That che Queſtion is'not of what/may 
keep'a Church already conſtituted from being 
accounted no Churah, but of what-is tobe 're- 
quired of ſuch as joyne 'unto-'a Church, for 'a 
Church may be a'true Churchy and yet" be very 
corrupt, ( as is generally obſerved by Proteſtant 
Writers, both out of the examples 'of ſome 
Churches in the New-Teſtament, and that of 
"he Old in the great Apoltaſie: therzof ) we 
think ( in this ſame ) Door: Fields, expreffions. 
-may be falely received : Some profeſs Chrif (faith 
he) by: met wholly and mntirely, as Hereticks: ſome 
profeſs the whole ſaving truth, but. not-in #nily, 4s 
Schiſmnaticks : ſome profeſs it in ainity, but not in go - 
cerity, as prophane perions and Hypocrites : ſome” in 
= p foncerty : atk tgee are partakers af! eh 


beat enly 


—V——— 


| 
| 


Way 

beavenly calling by profeſſion of the truth, and conſe- 
quently*in forme degvte "und ſort tht Church, &c. But 
we think that ) this is no argument, that either 
auch |Herericks, Schiſmatidks, * prophahe ' perſons, - or 
S of |Hypocrites' tif convitively dicovered ) that fuch 
[are imeet rhatter to'be joynied to'a Church. 

th Secondly; Whert a'work of Grace is required 
are [and 'defifed-of' thoſe who are ro joyn to a' 
e 4 |Church;the meanivg 14s nor” as (if we allow- 
| Jed none to be''ot the Church, © but real 
'' be | | Saints, 'and fuch 198 pive demonſtrative evi 
© [dence of being'thembers of the thviible Churct; 
&e. | for 'we''profels"( gecdrding | tothe”: Scripture, 
our [and general-DbAtginOdf alt Reformed Church- 
82! Je ( whatever their 'pradtife' be Y"that/ie is not 
ay [#eal;:- but” viſible faith, not the *inward being, 

buc” the © outward: profefiion of faith, (whence 

men- are / called viſible” Saints ) that conſticutes 

2': viſible Church, which faith '{6 profeſſed is 

| called viſible,” not inthe judgment of cer- 

tainty, from ſuch infallible fipns' of it, % 

may -' demonſtrate the hidden being of ' it 

within; | but in the judgment of charity which 

hopes the beſt. ( xr Cor. 12. 7. ) in the weak- 

eſt - Chriſtian, and meaneſt profeſſion, even 
when it-ſformetimes fears the worſt, and is noe 
me | able at theipreſent, to convince the contrary. ' 


ning 


a” * » - - # 
F Q. X 
"i 4 


as | Thirdly, this judgment of charity ( concern: 
- | ing the truth of anothers profeſſion, or that 


which is called the: work of grace ) is to be 
regulated by-the word; which Chriſt "hath- left 
nh | | as 


(6, ] 
as a compleat rule, 'not only. of faith, but al 
of -love, and charity. . to guide both . in thei 
a&s unto their ends: and hence large profeſſichat th 
ons and long relations of - the work. of. gracgfully o 
( chough full of exceeding 'glory, w when humbly The 
and prudently made ). we - exa& not; rigorouſlywill h« 
and neceſſarily. of all, becauſe the rule: of charj{ Fir 
ty Gircds us not ſo to judg C3 becayſe man faith b 
Chiiltians may be-drawn «0: Chriſt, and-have aſ« Sec 


which 
ae, 


Iced of fanth, yet may ſometimes not omg "Ds it y 
It, ſomerimes. remembes not . the 'working- off - "Thi 
ic, ſomecimes through - baſhfulneſs, fear, wamtthe St 


of. parts, ' nor: not trained; -up under a: knowingh n the 
Miaiſtry ) not;-be: able to. iprofels; its 10. fully[Feſta! 
and clearly; hence alſo tp keep! out others fromſdid . 
Commanion. out of groundleſs fears; that. alljonly, 
their protelſion mighe'be in hypocrifie, we alrfwhen 
low not, becauſe no man'in his charjty-1s to-beſpeopl: 
ruled by his fears, but by the word ; hence! alſs condi 
to accaunt any unfic for 'the Church, ; becauſe wy, 
their hearts cannot cloſe'with them, or becauſe ſkeep | 
they like nov their ſpirits, ſpeak not ' with favour [ple ) | 
or;any ſuch like principles, and yet- can -give no fwhen 
rule or convictiog argument from the word, ſto all 
why thus they.do, we think it rigour, not" cha: look : 
ty 1egulated by the word ;: for humane charity |ving, 
doth not make Gods Church, but fagh perſons |the p! 
which from God according to the rule of t God, lalſo a 
Chatity is to reccive, and-therefore the rule1s to [not-þ 
be attended-here : it is neceflary to/lgok fora | Devi 
ground of certainty to. faith, but not-tbr charity, | au 
which "IG 


[7] 

t allqwhich- cannot be infallibly. certain of anothers 
theifeſtate, and\therefore upon a hopeful ſuppoſition 
ojefiifthat the premiſes. their proteflion is true, hope- 
gracqtully only make the concluſion. 

unbly- The queſtion being brought to this narrow, it 
roultyfwill here lye, vis. . 

chart] Firſt, #hberher profeſſion of the work of grace, &# 
manylfaith be not required of thoſe that enter into theChurch. 
we a Secondly ith what profeſſion of the work of grace 
KNOWſcharity ( according to a rule ) is to reſt ſatisfied. | 

8-0 The firſt we think is writ with the beames of 
wantithe Sun, for it is evident, that neither the Lord 
wing fin the Old Teſtament, Exod. 19. or in the New 
tlly[Feſtament, AZ. 2. and in other like Scriptures,” 
ftromſdid call for a profefiion of the Doctrine ot faith 
t alfonly, but eſpecially of the work of faith ; for 
e alrjwhen the Lord promiſed to be a God to his 
obefpeople, Exad. 19. Dent. 29. it was} not with this 
alſs condition, if they . did believe his: word to be 
abifs ſtrue, ec. but if they will hear his voice, and 
aule |keep his Covenant, which (in a prepared peo- 
rour [pk ) is a manifeſtation of a work of grace. So 
2 no ſwhen:the Apoſtles were required to go preach 
ord, ſto all Nations, and baptize them and teach them, 
cha» look as they did require fuch a faith as was fa- 
rity fving, ( he that believeth ſhall be ſaved ) fo upon 
ſons {the profeſlion thereof'they did receive. them, as 
209, [alſo appears, A#s 2. 38. ( which therefore could 
5 to [not be of the dodrine of faith, for that the 
ra |Devils do, and. tremble, and profane men of 
ity, | much knowledge, may do, any) yet -unfit. co bs 
_—_— >  - received, 


[8.7 
received, and: therefore it was ofthe work © 
latth, and therefore A#s. 8. 37. Philip not on 
requires faith, but a believing. with all the 'hear 
of the Eunuch, and upon fuch a profeſtion | ba 
trzed him:: and hence the -Chutches:erefted by 
the Apoſtles at Corinth, Coloſſe,: Epheſus, :&c! are 
called - Saints, and fanaified of «God. in, Chriſt 
Jeſus, &c. How ! was. it ' b2cauſe. debite :and:.&e 
jare only, they ſhould be 1o -? - then}. all--who 
hear che Goſpel ( though they reze at. ) might 
be called a. Church, for :de jure, they : oughtito 
be ſo; Or was it becauſe there were: ſome- that] ,_. 
were truly: fuch amongſt them, and fo in concre- 
to, are called a Church: and body . of Chrilſt-? ty 
not only fo, for: there. may be | fome viſible] ; 
Churches of viſible .Saints, and yet none . among. 
them of-the inviſible; Gharch, -unleſs any: wilt 
think, that to be of the» Church +wwilible, is cb ga 
ſential ro the being and-title: of a viſible Church} Le: 
and therefore it was fram their' profeffion of ſa-| y. 
ving faith which | they maintained being a” _ 
Church, as it was required to the gathering 1n« | vin 
to a Church : Fobn . Baptiſt. alfo, | ( though: he- wh 

Y 
ap] 
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yi 
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baptized nane imto a newi Church, (and .there-: 
tore might require the lefs.):yet i as he really 
promiſed remilfion 'of- fins. by:i the : Mefliah; fo 
he required that very faith ;& repentance which 
mght make them partakers of -this heavenly be- 
nefit ; and therefore, if: what he. required, they :- 
mantjeſted by their profefiion,! and: confeflion- + 
of ſins, it was not only to þe liere.' the: doftrins:: 


of 


z 
, 
. 


| 


ork © 


© ON 


L.9- ] 
g of faich, but a ſaving work of, faigh,w 
held ferth. And therefore. ic is,nOt m— 


'hear profeſſion: of faith, according I F. pap which 


" | fy- according te ruletand profeſl 


. | may be:hypocriſi ihe latent, (ic 


© | Yo-rvhapttal 


[15 required, > for then. Papilt is q 
| Church, nor willingneſs to wok — 
"burns the Jacraments, for then heaps of. :pro- 
ns are t9-be received. into theChy 
FR rofeſſion of, #:work, and, Javing 1 wark 
of grace, which eyer required\in n .the..pu:. 
reſt cimes, is no novell invention, of hos make 
| "idly indlined in'chele things... 


To:the:fecond, with, what xe FP Io charie 
moſt eminent profeſſion, pref I" 


1 ty, according to rule )is-ro 

Yo anſwer, that there. is a. 

ing but feftimoniunre bumanum,; ora | 

1 ſtimony concerning himſelf, n = ore tas 
eeftimony );ſo in the; weakeſt ke oh ghe 


| work & kiith, poreſt ſubeſe, wrum, | id eo}, there 
7 | may be truth in the boom: jhenge. ( man Iear; 
1 ving all ſecrets to. God ) the. work . of _ grace 


wherewith charicy is to. be facithed,; ;t one. of 


4 theſe two, Firlt, eicher wich that which i is On. 
| ly verbal, and appears to be falſe by So 


the word; Or ſecondly; with that 


ily «Ps to be real, which | however-it- may J 
1 falle, y 


We op dT 'þ 


et it is beyond. the 
VIQCS-: (by a rule T i that, ſo 
8.of 


power: oþ.m 
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Þ of hueing the doors upan ” any whom God, p 


heve ns to receive tn; but for : what yet 


be {os or read; from the arguments here alled hi 
lin this Author , or the writings of others godlv|* em 
: 'we"think that Church charity is nor cajort a 


1 re isfied' wich the firſt;' but with f paid Loan 
the profeffion of the work of. {ont oy 


nievet io ſhore, 'or ſo weak, tet it be by nbeir « 


appear to a regulated. ty fo 2s to ti e th 
b- + is An it 5 to reft or d then, till God, make 
_—_ to + honget, we intend 'not - : ha 
anſwer feruples, bur} 22 
bop fit to evince as.much;- - ; 
'T. Thar ch& Ap inthe 3000.” converted; =" 
Chu 


Aﬀs 2. youve Wery eaedy 0 releea- aig 


to the fold of -Chtwt, afid therefore in one day 
received fo many chouſands ( which ſerve 


immediately 
could'not be by large profeſſion of nies -*, oo 
Ht alſo they a to whe truth of hoy oben of o fi A 


On, and therefore' it was not bare p 

faſth, bue ( as it is ſet down Rong Bhi poomns - bk 

was fuch a profeflion as was evidently - [aber ; 

while ficmiliation, pricking at the heart, mourn 

Ing, 2nd crying out before the Apoſtles; Whis 

| Boat] 97 do to be ſaved, gladly receiving the'word, 

1 which are real teftbmonies of ſome real'change | 

from what they were: but a lictle y 039g * 
 Apoſtſes' charge to Timothy, 2 Tim 3-54 | 4m 

@ have a tom” of pocinas 80 deny Go 
»t 4 


t verſe power of it, turn away 3 if "bare profeſſion 
dg.1 <5 -lufficient, why ſhould Tiworby turn from' 
PC 1j-hem ? ( but rather receive them who had© #' 


- 


or taboravot proteflion. ) And if it was in his power 
iter {2 avoid them, why ſhould | he not reje& them, 
ch be and that\not only from private but Church com- 
- avg} mRunion alſo, ſuppoſing them ſuch as not 'onely 
y burſÞ29 2 form, bur might be by a rule convinced 
: thaeſ{Þ<rcot's Rev. 2. 2. and 3.9. '' 
make ' 3+ Eying and apparent untruth' cannot m*[8 
\t to # Man fit matter for a Church, and therefore can* 
- bae| 29* be aground tor charity to reft'on, thar fo he 
is: but verbal profeflion, which appears not to 
rtee> | be real but falſe, is palpable lyihg, and indeed 
more fit co deſtroy the Charch thett to make the 
Church. Hence San&ius in Zach. 14. 14. ob 
ſerves that the greateſt enemies of the-Churetrare 
ſuch, qui cum fidem retineant ſanttit atem -abjecerunt. 
" 4. If bear profeflion of taith is a 4ufficrent 
ground to receive men into the Church, than an 
excommunicate perſon caſt ont in ohe hour ſhould 
be immediacely received in again, ' if he wilt bat 
renew his general profeſſion of faith ; nay'tFeh 
the Indians in Mary land, who will'put on arti 
put off this protefiton, as their ghoſtly fathets 
the Popiſh Prieſts will beſtow or wittihold gat» 
ments and ſhirts upon them'; ' ſhotild in charify 
'be-received into the Church. 70 EN 
But if ir ſhould be acked chow charity” my 
know-the'realicy of this proteſiion, we anſwer - 
{ long as the wales ; wa | es 
_ OW 2 
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-EREs bs luch, as not only , ta.zeceive experienced 


weakeſt and pooreſt ( who may ſtand in. moſt 


Experience of a'blameleſs like.is not always ne- 


lk jndeed that the Apoſtles recetved inthe 


{ 12, ] 
qne to the wildom of Chritt;: to make applies 


it al 
tion thereof, onely this weido add in-general fo i 
more. full fſatisfaQtion. | -| edi 
'x. ouch a fajth profeſſed with the. mouth] We=2: 
which is confirmed by 'an innocent godly con Were 
verſation in the life, ſo as not to live in commifſ-{ to be 
fion af any known fin, or omiffion of any knownf ' 
duty, we ſay this converſation makes faith ap-| fr 
pear teal, fames 2. 18. Rey, 22. 14. we conceive 
More is required-to make a man appead ,a fit 
member. ot a Gburch, then of a Common wealth, 
to be only gown ciwis, and bare civility is fuffici- 
ent for this latter, but not for the former, and 
theretorg ſuch a. profeſſion of faith is needful, as 
Naan by.a not only a civil, but a godly 
[| C. * | Te 
2. 9uch a faith as is joyned with evident /re- 
pentance, .anud ſorrow, and; maurning for fin; 
( although there - be no {experience : always, of 
tuch a holy life antecedently- ſeen ) for thus. it 
was AG. 2..37, 38. tor the riches of Chrilſts 


Ghriſtians into- his family and houſe, but alſo the 


need of Chriſts Qcdinances ) and that. as ſoon as 
ever they ſeem to..be brought in ; and. therefore 


celſaiy for admiffion into the Church : fome 


rſt; conyerts, ( 48. 2. 29.). fo ſoon;i becaule 
they bad an exiraordinary ſpirit. of Gilgprojod, 
n 


[13] 
tf they-hado > yer they did not receive 
in here according to that for they receiv. 
- | edidivers in, as Ananias and Sapphira, 
| &c-and if all other of their aQs/in this chapter, 
were exemplary, why {hould-chis oy be thought 
to hay otherwile and: extraordinary ? 

, $- When chere'is full and: ſafficient teſtimony 
from-others of their: faich and piety, although 
theic humiliation, faith and converſation be not 
fo well known,. tor we ſee the Church rectivell 
Paul, : when Barnabas had declared what God 
had done for him ; and-if it may be juſt £6 go 
demni another by the teſtimony of wo faithful 
witneſſes, ic may not be -unehriſtian to''receive 
an other into. the fold of Chriſt ( much 'more 

readily: ) upon the teſtimony of able and" faith- 
ful Chriſtians, elpecially then when they be 'not 


able. y, and publickly to ſpeak: fo Pally: -for 
themlelves, and thus much for anſwer to ol firſt 


Queſtion. | _—— 


2 Queſtion, #bether this profeſſion is to be Jud 
[ h the Church? 


 dnſwer x. The faithful as they did at rf 
combine into-a Church, ſo it 1s their" cuty + to 
recive others to themſelves, as the Church did; 
Aﬀ.-9. 26,'27. encouraged by Barnabas and the 
 Apoltles, and as the A Apoſtle commands, Rom. 
x4. 7. which although it was of fellow:members 
Into their affeftions, yet the proporciop-bholds 


Lrong 
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[ 14 ] 
ſtrong for receiving commers inte the Charchy for tl 
Fob. Eph. 3. 8, 9,10. X24 ni c-+. 7 with 
21k they be to receive them, thay muſÞ by Saint 
ſome means know them, to be- ſack astheys | 50rs | 
may comfortably receive into their affeQions; a || 
lictle leaven leavening the whole lamp. x Cor. 5: 
3- The Officers: of the Thurch, (who are |. 
firit privately to (examine them ) and prepare 
them tor admilliion ) are to ſhew the 'Churets 
the 'rule on which the Church is to receive 
them, and themſelves are ready-toiadmit+ chem? 
Ads 10.437. Can any forbid water, 6» 
4-: This rule 15 -bett feen by that publick'pro- 
fellion;before the: whole Church, and ifinoyuit 
exceptign be made (as none ſhouldbe; without 
ConyiRion -) they are to be "admitted by the 
Officers with the conſent of the Members'lieres 
unto. ;; For it publick - profeffiont 4s 7 at 
keaſt before the Church, .though \not the world 
alwayes ( as Dideclauius obſerves ) to'''the en- 
trance into the Covenant and Church by bap- 
tilm.; we ſee no'reafon; bur perfors foberly 
baptized, and entering a new into the *Ghurch, 
but they ſhowld openly profeſs their faith again : 
the viſible Church being built upon this 'reck, 
Matth; 16. 16, 1B. viz, Profeffion :of i the-'faith 
of Chriſt ;' and laſtly, if there [ſhould be no ne- 
ceflity -for fuch {a Profefiion; yet if this be 'de- | 
fired of the People!of. God, for the increaſerrbf 
theirown joy to'ſee-Gotl glorified, and \Chrilts 
Name:protciled, amd his ,vermues held torth ab 
Ps or 
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[25- ] 
for the" increaſe of their love to thoſe that joyn 
with them, why ſhould ic not be done before 
Saints, which- ſhould be done before Perſecu- 
tors ? I Pet 1. 15. 


Heſe are Mr. Shepards words. And theſe 


- & were tet his ſadden indigeſted thoughts, 


but his Settled Judgment. And; that thus did 
this faithful Shepard Inſtrut his Flock at Cam: 
bridge, in his Publick Miniſtry, is to be 1gen in 
his Sermons on the Parable of the Ten' Virgins. 
p..197. What the Sentiments of that ExeMent 
Man, Mr. Fonathan Mitchel, Mr. Shepards im- 
mediate Succeflor, were, concerning the Con- 
troverted Queſtions, with his Argumentations 
about them, is to be ſeen in the Deſcription 
of his Life, now in the Prefs. y 
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Two Questions, | Viz. | I. Whether = 'aveount of the Work of Grace | is 
to be required of those that are Ad- | mitted to full Communion in the 
Church ? | II. Whether the whole Chureh 1s to be | Judge thereof? | 
Judiciously Answered. | — | By Mr. Thomas Shepard, 8ometimes a 
famous | Pastor of the Church of Cambridge, | in New-England. | — | 
[Three lines from Heb. x11.7.] | — || Boston in N. E. | Printed and 
Sold by Bartholomew Green, | and John Allen, | 1697. 16mo. pp. 15. 
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